Emilie Helmbold
Bois Blanc Island Historical Society 
1144-1246 Superior Ave
Pointe Aux Pins, MI 49775

December 5, 2025

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
16501 Shady Grove Rd. 
P.O. Box 10178
Gaithersburg, MD 20898

Subject: Statement on Enbridge Horizontal Drilling Project (proposal LRE-2010-00463-56-A19)

I am writing this statement on behalf of the Bois Blanc Island Historical Society. Our first priority is to act as stewards of our island’s shared history, including sites that range from Michigan’s lumbering era to the remains of an Anishinaabe fishing village. Because of our priority to be stewards of the historic sites of Bois Blanc Island, we must stand in strong opposition to the proposal put forth by Enbridge Energy to the Army Corps of Engineers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bois Blanc Island Historical Society has 25 marked historic sites on Bois Blanc Island. Of these 25 historic sites, nine are sites located waterfront on the Straits of Mackinac. The University of Michigan released a report in 2016 that rates Bois Blanc Island as an area of “highest risk” in the event of an oil spill or other contamination event (Schwab). Given this statement, nine of the twenty-five historical sites maintained by the Bois Blanc Island Historical Society would be destroyed. The Army Corps of Engineers’ EIS report states that, “During construction, there would also be potential for detrimental impacts associated with unintended release of contaminants, such as equipment”. Additionally, the EIS report states, “If a water intake structure were required, impacts during construction would be the same as described for the Applicant’s Preferred Alternative (detrimental impacts associated with disturbance in the Straits of approximately 800 sf and the release of approximately 20,000 gallons of drilling fluid (water and bentonite).” Given these acknowledgements in the EIS report of potential danger to the Straits of Mackinac and the historic sites on Bois Blanc Island, the Bois Blanc Island Historical Society must stand in strong opposition to Enbridge Energy’s Horizontal Drilling (HDD) Project proposal.

Along with the 25 marked historic sites, Bois Blanc Island is home to an Anishinaabe fishing village that was active during the late woodland period. This archeological site was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. This fishing village also features a burial site for a minimum of 65 indigenous individuals. This burial site is considered sacred by local indigenous tribes.

In the EIS summary statement, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers states that
It is likely that construction would result in adverse effects to archaeological sites, an archaeological district, a TCL, and potentially nearby architectural resources. Lacking detailed information on the nature of the cultural resources within portions of the expected construction footprint, the severity and extent of potential impacts cannot be fully determined. If this alternative were to be pursued, it is likely that extensive survey efforts would be required to characterize existing resources and determine potential impacts/impact avoidance, minimization, and mitigation efforts. Section 106 consultation would also be required separate from the NEPA process (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers).
This acknowledgement of adverse effects to archaeological sites stands in direct conflict with the priorities of the Bois Blanc Island Historical Society to remain good stewards of our historic sites. This acknowledgement of potential harm to archaeological sites and their indifference towards the potential harm further exemplifies why the Bois Blanc Island Historical Society must oppose the proposal put forth by Enbridge Energy to the Army Corps of Engineers.

Regards,

Emilie Helmbold
President, Bois Blanc Island Historical Society 
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