Commenting on the Draft Supplemental EIS for the Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) alternative for the Enbridge Line 5 project.
I own residential property in Mackinaw City, on the Straits of Mackinac and less than 2000 feet from the Enbridge facility on Headlands Road.  I have followed and supported the tunnel project; I attended Enbridge’s open house in St. Ignace that provided detailed information on the tunnel boring machine and proposed operations.  This was an excellent public relations effort on a complex issue.
The HDD alternative, as presented, lacks that effort.  It even threatens to undermine Enbridge’s attempts at clarity and transparency.  If this alternative were to be pursued seriously, Enbridge would need to start over with a new public relations campaign.  
Although HDD itself might be preferable to the tunnel boring machine, the preparation – including extensive tree removal, soil/rock displacement, and short- and long-term environmental impacts, as noted in the draft supplemental EIS – renders this alternative far less preferable.
I understand that all possible alternatives must be explored, but this appears neither desirable nor practical.  I support the preferred alternative of the tunnel boring machine, but I do not support this HDD alternative.

