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October 14, 2022

To: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Re: Requesting a REJECTION of Enbridge’s Line 5 Tunnel Project Proposal

We are writing today to encourage you to deny the proposed Enbridge Line 5 Tunnel project
through the Straits of Mackinac.

Guiding Principles and Background
It is unclear how anyone might justify approval of a new fossil fuel project, as the UN Secretary
General António Guterres has recently made clear that the IPCC report says we must do more,
and by that, he especially stresses doing LESS fossil fuel development. Secretary General
Guterres insists leaders must no longer lie or delay, stressing fast change is necessary if we
hope to save a future for our children and that change must focus on protecting our natural
world.

Enbridge’s proposed tunnel project, if not simply a boondoggle by the Canadian Corporation to
pretend they will be doing something - someday - about their troublesome pipeline, is
regardless, an idea that makes no sense as we face the end of the fossil fuel era.

As is made clear by the escalation in opposition to new fossil fuel infrastructure, the public
clearly sees that further investment in fossil fuels is inevitably only a way to ensure faster
destruction of our environment. Our environment is being ravaged by extreme weather
conditions, with Hurricane Ian giving us a clear demonstration of the power of wind and water to
annihilate not only our ecosystems but also the infrastructure humans have built.

As Minnesota regretfully decided to permit Enbridge’s Line 3 re-route here, those of us along the
Line 3 Replacement pipeline corridor now live with many negative impacts to our region. In the
aftermath of the Line 3 construction, we see a path of devastation across our state, cutting
directly through Indian Country and affecting all the inhabitants of this land; swimmers, crawlers,
flyers, four-leggeds, as well as two-leggeds. We of Waadookawaad Amikwag work diligently
each week to report Enbridge’s post-construction damages as we encourage the state and
federal authorities to begin an independent investigation of what Enbridge promised versus
what we’re seeing on the ground post-construction.

Enbridge Line 3 Construction Frac-outs
It is clear Enbridge overestimated their understanding of our geology as they experienced
frac-outs at 63% of their Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) locations. Enbridge assured during
testimony that this best method would bring little concern for Minnesota’s topography. Yet,
post-construction, the evidence shows they were clearly mistaken.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8rlLaT8v4Q&list=PLZSyM-9-20zEcAoSA4FpDn6jxB3GtLnwj&index=14&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8rlLaT8v4Q&list=PLZSyM-9-20zEcAoSA4FpDn6jxB3GtLnwj&index=14&t=8s
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Even now, after reporting has shown massive HDD failures, Enbridge claims their frac-outs are
a “myth” and Minnesotans continue today to wait for a report from the Pollution Control Agency

(MPCA) on their investigations of these frac-outs, more than a year after Enbridge began
flowing tar sands through their new pipeline.

Note in the first bullet how Enbridge uses the MPCA’s expectation for frac-out, as if they were the HDD experts.

MPR reported on the situation as Senator John Marty worked to get details.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://minnesotareformer.com/2021/08/16/enbridge-line-3-drilling-fluid-spills-what-we-know-so-far/
https://www.enbridge.com/-/media/Enb/Documents/Projects/Line-3/FS_L3RP_Fact_vs_fiction.pdf
https://www.enbridge.com/-/media/Enb/Documents/Projects/Line-3/FS_L3RP_Fact_vs_fiction.pdf
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/21041053/mpca-line3-response-august-9-2021.pdf
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2022/02/23/minn-lawmaker-demands-data-on-line-3-fracouts
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These wording choices by Enbridge are not mistakes, they are carefully written to assure their
message is factually accurate while not giving a full accounting of the truth. In addition to the
MPR News confirmation, the Minnesota Reformer gave details in these tables.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2022/02/23/minn-lawmaker-demands-data-on-line-3-fracouts
https://minnesotareformer.com/2021/08/16/enbridge-line-3-drilling-fluid-spills-what-we-know-so-far/
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While evidence is clear that many frac-outs occurred during Line 3 construction, Enbridge
continues to downplay concerns for frac-out with statements clearly disproved by
Waadookawaad Amikwag’s on-the-ground investigation work. From photos last summer of
frac-out fluids being pushed around the Mississippi River Headwaters (MP 941) during the day,
to the upwellings from the land we are still uncovering in the area, it was clear Enbridge drilled
all evening while doing minimal clean-up work in daylight, and yet today still fails to understand
the impacts they’ve made to our water quality. The listed amounts in the above table for
Enbridge’s first crossing of Mississippi belies the true level of drilling mud witnessed on the
ground. While Enbridge reported only 2 frac-outs there, more were observed last summer when
Jaime Pinkham was on-site for a visit. The remnants of these frac-outs continue to bleed into
the headwaters and into other waterways, as witnessed by our ground-truthing volunteers.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
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Enbridge assessment from their Antidegradation Assessment Report - Section 401 Water Quality Certification to
MPCA noting their confidence in the HDD process for successful installation of a drill. No mention of whether this
success would include prevention of frac-outs.

Enbridge’s indicates “low” risk, yet the environment seems exactly the place their documentation
indicated might be a concern:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/Line-3-Replacement-Project-Revised-Antidegradation-Assessment-Nov-2020.pdf
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The site-specific assessment for the Mississippi crossing at MP 941.0, shown below, describes
this area as a place with a propensity for frac-out, as some experts for Line 3 opposition testified
during permitting. Paul Stolen expert testimony is shown below.

Enbridge site-specific assessment of Mississippi River crossing at MP 941.0

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://jamig4.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/msr1-site-specific-commentary-on-geology-10_mp-d941_mississippi.pdf
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Paul Stolen Expert Witness Testimony 11/14/2014

The second crossing of the Mississippi River by New Line 3 also showed serious concerns.
Borings, done prior to construction, determined the geology of the route made clear that spills of
drilling mud were common. That is not a LOW risk… but appears to be an assurance frac-outs
would occur during HDD for the Enbridge pipeline project.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
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Slide from an HDD presentation by a MN Geologist to state agencies and lawmakers ~ December 10, 2021

Some suspect that rushed construction, completed in less than a year versus Enbridge’s
promised two years of jobs for Minnesotans, may be the reason for some of the frac-out failures.
And when Minnesota Senator John Marty demanded data on the frac-outs, he was denied.The
MPCA, as the permitting agency, failed to assure that Enbridge monitor and track the drilling
mud used and recouped from the land, indicating the true amounts of chemicals remaining in
the land will likely never be possible to determine. Just as concerning, the amount of water
appropriated from the land also is likely to never be known.

Enbridge Line 3 Construction Deep Water/Aquifer Breaches
Post-Line 3 construction, we have three Minnesota DNR acknowledged deep water breaches
into the land, two of which still flow water more than one-year after creation. Hundreds of
millions of gallons have been reported lost, while a lone monitoring station in LaSalle Valley
(there are at least 4 “seeps” remaining in the land almost a year after Enbridge reported the
situation “repaired”) showed over 800,000 gallons per month flowing from the land. If all seeps
are equitable, this amounts to over 3 million gallons per month just at this one failure location.
Clearbrook aquifer breach bled for almost a year and resulted in an enforcement resolution
demanding over $3M from Enbridge in penalties and mitigation funds.

A November 2021 thermal flyover of the Enbridge corridor gave insight to Waadookawaad
Amikwag volunteers, who have now ground-truthed many of the almost four dozen most
concerning sites of upwelling groundwater. In August 2022, as Enbridge’s breach in the LaSalle

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://healingmnstories.wordpress.com/2021/07/20/as-enbridge-races-to-finish-line-3-construction-more-suspected-frac-outs/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2022/02/23/minn-lawmaker-demands-data-on-line-3-fracouts
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/features/line3/mndnr-orders-enbridge-energy-to-pay.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/features/line3/mndnr-orders-enbridge-energy-to-pay.pdf
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Valley turned one year old, our public disclosure of evidence gleaned in the field forced the DNR
to update the public of its July 11th notice from Enbridge of the continued water emergence.
This was over seven months from their reported “fix” of the breach. Just as the January 2021
Clearbrook aquifer breach was not clearly reported by Enbridge to the DNR, being revealed only
when an independent monitor disclosed the situation during a June luncheon, we see again,
now post-construction, the deceptive hiding of construction impacts by Enbridge.

While not publicly noticed or added as an update on the MDNR’s Line 3 website, in late August
Waadookawaad Amikwag discovered a 4th upwelling of water into the land. Recent measures
and observations indicate a 4th deep water breach now bleeding water quickly from the land.
The ongoing Enbridge infiltration of the land at this location also confirms significant problems in
need of redress.

Recommendations from Minnesota’s Enbridge Line 3 Construction Experience
As you can read in the attached comments provided to Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, regarding their review of Enbridge’s Line 5 Re-Reroute, Waadookawaad Amikwag
lays out a series of Lessons Learned on the Enbridge Line 3 construction. We can see the
dichotomy between their promises in testimony for permitting versus the results they gave
Minnesota in reality.

● Lesson 1: Construction has permanent and severe impacts to the environment,
despite Enbridge’s claims to the contrary

● Lesson 2: Partner with citizens to understand potential impacts and to monitor
projects

● Lesson 3: Acknowledge that some areas are fundamentally unsuitable for pipeline
construction

● Lesson 4: Plan for comprehensive permit oversight and enforcement
● Lesson 5: Require more modern BMPs than Enbridge proposes
● Lesson 6: Require geotechnical investigations and robust pre-impact monitoring

before you have to make decisions about permit conditions or permit approval
● Lesson 7: Look for ways to build trust, not destroy trust

As you may remember from the late evening comments on September 8th at the Straits of
Mackinac, we are including for you these photographs of the land, provided by R.I.S.E. Coalition
and presented by Nookomis Deb Topping, Carrie Chesnik, Sherry Couture, and Jami Gaither. In
addition, we include a new photograph taken on 8/25/22 in Walker Brook Valley, depicting our
latest confirmed deep water breach by Enbridge, which was unavailable that evening.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/line3/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=114473631129822&set=a.114473601129825&__tn__=%3C
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
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We, the members of Waadookawaad Amikwag – Those Who Help Beaver – a group of tribal
members and citizen scientists working to monitor Enbridge’s Line 93 corridor post-construction,
offer these above ideas for your consideration. Our hope is to save Michigan from the same fate
Minnesota now faces. It didn’t have to be this way.

Miigwech bizindaawiyeg. Thank you for listening.

On behalf of Waadookawaad Amikwag, thank you for your consideration.

Waadookawaad Amikwag Team Members

Alexander Aman, Drone Pilot & Data Analyst, Climate Justice Advocate

Jeff Broberg, Minnesota Licensed Professional Geologist, Founder MNWOO (Minnesota Well
Owners Organization)

Jaci Christenson, Volunteer advocate working to protect water, address our changing climate,
and uphold treaties

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://mnwoo.org/
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Jami Gaither, Retired Metallurgical Engineer, Abutter to Line 93 in 1855 Treaty Territory,
Climate Justice Advocate

Gaagigeyaashiik / Dawn Goodwin, Gaa-waabaabiganikaag (White Earth) 1855 Treaty,
R.I.S.E. Coalition Co-Founder, 1855 Treaty Authority Alternate Board Member, Indigenous
Environmental Network, Sierra Club North Star Chapter Executive Committee Member

Bee Kakac, Climate and Social Justice Activist, Ecologist

Shanai Matteson, Abutter to Line 93 in 1854 Treaty Territory, Climate Justice Advocate

Bwagwachinini & Migizikwe / John & Victoria McMillen, Nagajiiwanaang (Fond du Lac),
Bear Clan & Eagle Clan, Retired FDL Natural Resources, Traditional Gatherers, 1854 Treaty,
Cultural & Traditional Ecological Preservation Consultants/ Educators

Michele Naar-Obed, Climate Justice Activist, citizen scientist, Ally to Anishinaabe Water
Protectors and Treaty Rights

Awanikwe / Debra Topping, Nagajiiwanaang (Fond du Lac) 1854 Treaty, R.I.S.E. Coalition
Co-Founder

Dr. Laura Triplett, Associate Professor of Geology

Ron Turney, Gaa-waabaabiganikaag (White Earth) 1855 Treaty, Indigenous Environmental
Network Drone Pilot

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQpEkKX9mRvCDYst5Qxvd7g
https://www.facebook.com/RISEandEngage
https://www.facebook.com/RISEandEngage
http://www.1855treatyauthority.org/
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RISEandEngage
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://www.ienearth.org/

